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notes protesting against Japanese action in Manchuria represent
only his own personal point of view and they talk freely of an altered
situation when Mr. Stimson finally leaves the State Department.
But for any American, the Japanese press is not agreeable reading.
They steadily slam the United States, and the editorials and articles
concerning Manchuria are built, quite simply, on muddy thinking.
All their arguments—to the effect that Japan has not violated the
Nine-Power Treaty and all the rest of it—are erected on two false
premises, the arguments of self-defence and self-determination.
Their legal argument of self-defence is fallacious. But when the
Japanese advance the argument of self-determination for Manchuria
and blandly assert that the 27,000,000 Chinese inhabitants of
Manchuria have broken loose from their mother country in a bona
fide revolution and that they, the Chinese inhabitants, have them-
selves set up this opera-bouffe state of Manchuria, the Japanese become
simply puerile and insult one's intelligence. Yet this* argument is
constantly advanced as an accepted premise which is not open to
question, and the case for Japan is constantly and carefully argued
out in the press on this false basis.
This is where their muddy thinking comes in and where their
whole case falls like a house of cards. I do not see how the Lytton
Commission can fail to explode these two false premises of the entire
Japanese position, although I suppose it will be done with plenty of
soothing syrup if only to please the French. There are rumours
and Japanese press reports that General Claudel received instructions
to tone down the findings of the report as much as possible.
There was a long article published in the Advertiser on September 3,
by one Shin-Ichiro Fujita, comparing Japan's action in Manchuria
with the action of the United States in Panama. Indeed, this is a
favourite thesis of Japanese editorial writers. I was therefore very
glad to see that Fleisher published side by side with the Japanese
article his own editorial reciting all the facts concerning the creation
of the state of Panama and terminating :
The foregoing are the facts. That there is a similarity in the
policies pursued by the United States in Panama and by Japan
in Manchuria none will deny. But there is one essential difference,
which is generally overlooked by Japanese writers, and that is the
factor of time. American intervention in Panama took place thirty
years ago. When American warships supported the revolution
of 1903 in Panama which brought into being the administration
which signed over the Canal rights to the United States, there
were no international commitments to stand in the way of the
American Government.
The Covenant of the League of Nations, the Nine-Power Treaty,
and the Kellogg Pact are products of the era which has followed
upon the close of the World War. Formerly nations worked out
their destiny by the rule of force, using war as an instrument of

